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editorial
Lessons Learned at

Midnight from a Jail Cell --
Life is NOT fair!

Reggie 
Hundley

Editor, 
HORIZONS
     and
Executive Director,
Mission Services
Associaiton

Allow me to begin by saying I have never been in a jail 
cell at midnight.  I have never been arrested, rightly nor 
wrongfully.  These lessons are based upon one of my 
favorite passages of scripture, the arrest of Paul and Silas in 
Philippi as recorded in Acts 16:16-40.  Lord willing, over the 
next few months and issues of HORIZONS, I will be sharing 
“lessons” I have gleaned from these events.  Hopefully, they 
will make sense!

I did not learn lesson number one from this passage.  
My father taught this to me as a child, and I passed it along 
to both our daughters from infancy: “Life is not fair!”  The 
record in Acts 16 reinforces and solidifies it for me, because 
God knew we needed to know this. 

In verse 25, we find Paul and Silas sitting in this jail cell 
praying and singing hymns to God.  We need to remember 
the surroundings for these two Christian gentlemen bears 
no resemblance to any cell anywhere in the United States.  
This WAS the first century AD.  Even in a city like Philippi, 
there was no electricity, so these men sat in a dark hole in 
the darkest hour.  There was no ventilation nor any 
“facilities” provided for the prisoners.  Can you get the 
image?

They had done nothing wrong.  In fact, they had been 
imprisoned because they had set a young girl free from both 
physical and spiritual slavery.  Their act of kindness angered 
both her physical and spiritual slave masters.  Wanting 
revenge upon Paul and Silas for their act of blessing this 
young girl, her masters created false accusations.  In short 
order, Paul and Silas were publicly humiliated and injured 
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by being beaten with wooden rods 
while naked for all to see!  Rather than 
complain to God about how unfair the 
circumstances were, Paul and Silas 
chose to sing about how GREAT God is! 

It seems the cry for “fairness” is 
heard from every group, in every city, 
in every nation, on every continent of 
the world.  When I was a child, I said it 
was not fair that someone else was 
better at various sports.  Young 
children quickly and consistently tell 
everyone nearby how unfair it is when 
a sibling is allowed to sit in “that seat.”  
Unfortunately, unfairness in life
 increases with age. It is unfair when 
someone dies suddenly.  It is unfair 
when anyone lingers in life suffering 
with constant pain or mental illness.  
It seems unfair when economic 
conditions deprive us of employment 
or we lose a home.  

God is honest with us, life is not 
fair!  God also demonstrates the best 
response to unfairness.  Rather than 
waste time wondering why life is unfair 
or expend our energy complaining 
about it, we should praise God who is 
in control of life and has promised to 
give us more and better than we 
deserve.  Paul and Silas chose that 
route.  You think about that! 
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Our apologies . . .
to Jesse Pryor, our feature 
writer in the June/July 
issue of HORIZONS, 
“Investing in the Lives of 
the Ap Ma People Group.”  
We erroneously printed 
that he is serving with 
PBT in Papua New Guinea.  
His by-line should have 
read that he is a mission-
ary serving with Outreach 
International of Papua New 
Guinea.
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coming events

2013
NOVEMBER 14-17
 International Conference On Missions
  Kansas City, Kansas
  Contact information: David Empson
   317-539-4231 / david@theicom.org

NOVEMBER 15-17
 Eastern Christian Conference
  Hershey Convention Center, Hershey, Pennsylvania
  President: Ben Cachiaras
  Contact information: Eastern Christian Conference
   410-836-6102 / info@easterncc.com
   www.easterncc.com

2014
July 8-11
 North American Christian Convention
  Indianapolis, Indiana
  Theme: reMission
  2014 President: Tim Harlow
  Contact information: North American Christian Convention
   513-772-9970 / www.gotonacc.org
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focus

Cortny and her son, Braxton 
started out as just another statistic, 
one of 6,000 low-income single 
mother families in Knoxville, TN.  
Cortny was a motivated young 
single woman with her whole life 
in front of her.  But when she found 
out she was pregnant at the age of 
25, she wasn’t confident she could 
be the mother she wanted for her unborn son.  Out of that 
lack of confidence she decided to make the ultimate sacri-
fice by giving up her son son for adoption.  Shortly after she 
came to grips with that decision she learned about The Res-
toration House and believed with the right kind of support 
and community she could be the mom she wanted to be.  
Cortny changed her adoption plan, keeping her newborn 
son, Braxton, and moved into The Restoration House when 
he was just a few months old.  It was the start of a whole 
new future.  Cortny was determined not to be a statistic.   

The Restoration House is a faith-based organization 
helping to restore single mothers and their children back 
to God’s good intent for their lives, through supportive 
transitional housing, team mentoring, and family advocacy 
that focuses on the family’s relationship with God, self, 

others, and the rest of creation. 

In January of 2011, Cortny began 
her journey of restoration by 
moving into one of TRH’s support-
ive housing units and meeting her 
team of mentors for the first time.   
Four months later, Cortny shared 
about her hope for the future:

A Family’s Journey
of Restoration

Cortny and Braxton

Cortny with mentors Amanda and Kris
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“In many ways I felt like just another number after I had Braxton, 
because there was so many steps I had to take to get what I needed; 
like TennCare, WIC, finding out what my resources were.  It’s really 
hard not to feel like just another number.  With The Restoration 
House I have a whole group of people who help support me.  They 
make me feel like I am important and that it is going to be okay….One 
of the exciting things that have happened in my life is I just opened 
a matched savings account.  Any money that you put in The Restora-
tion House matches 3:1. Hopefully after my two years here I will be 
able to put a really good down payment on a home for Braxton and 
me.  I hope through my example and the people I surround myself 
with that Braxton becomes a man of great character.  It’s important 
that he is a good man, good father, and a good husband when he gets 
older. After I graduate I hope I can help another mom, because I’ve 
been through it and I hope to be an example to someone else.” 

When a family like Cortny’s comes to TRH, a lot of time is spent in the first 
few weeks both listening to and getting to know the family.  Although every 
family at TRH pays an adjusted rent for a supportive housing unit and has 
a mentor team, most every other aspect of the program is unique to that 
particular family’s situation.  Instead of becoming paternalistic, we jour-
ney alongside each single mother and her children, seeking to understand 
and appreciate the family’s unique strengths, history, and future goals.  The 
mother meets weekly with a Family Advocate, who helps her begin to 
explore the areas of her family’s life that are in need of restoration.  While 
the Family Advocate facilitates the process, each single mother works to en-
vision her family’s future, all the while setting goals and initiating the action 
steps necessary to achieve them.  The Family Advocate is then able to help 
hold the mother accountable to those goals as well as contribute to the 
family’s long term plan through resource development.  Another crucial 
element is the team of mentors that simultaneously provides the relational 
and practical support the family needs to stay motivated, encouraged and 
achieve personal success. 

The Restoration House is a faith-based 
organization helping to restore single 

mothers and their children back to 
God’s good intent for their lives.
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Cortny and Amanda

Cortny, Mother’s Day 2013

Cortny and Tammy

Throughout their relation-
ships with the family, both 
the Family Advocate and 
the mentors must minimize 
their assumptions about 
what the family needs in 
order to appropriately fo-
cus on the question, “What 
is God’s good intent for the 
family?”, which often is not 
obvious.  However, failure 
to maintain such a focus 
can cause frustration for 
the participating family 
due to the pressure of try-
ing to live up to the Family 
Advocate’s and mentors’ 
personal expectations of 
“success” and “wholeness.”  

A family is able to stay at TRH for up to two years.  Every six months each moth-
er participates in a feedback session where TRH staff and mentors encourage 
the family in the progress made while also sharing observations around par-
ticular areas of improvement.   Within this time, the mother is also given the 
opportunity to share her own insight that might improve the TRH program as a 
whole as well as evaluate her personal experience with her mentors.  

The TRH program is driven by a Five-Way Partnership model, where:
• THE FAMILY:  is a proactive partner working 
 toward restoration in their relationships with 
 God, self, others, and the rest of creation
• MENTORS:  provide support and 
 friendship
• STAFF:  provide support, train-
 ing, accountability, and collaboration
• COMMUNITY PARTNERS:  provide support 
 and direct services, such as counseling, job 
 training, financial education, fitness opportunities, etc. 
• GOD: directs and holds together the process
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The Restoration House 
aids in linking the assets 
of the broader commu-
nity with the assets found 
within the participating 
family in order to encour-
age transformation. The 
gifts and abilities of each 
family are affirmed and 
leveraged in the journey 
towards restoration.  TRH 
families live as a commu-
nity, in close proximity, as 
they utilize their strengths 
to help propel one another 
toward wholeness. 

Although a family often 
has numerous assets upon 
which to build, the families 

with whom TRH journey almost always lack educational and housing assets.  
Many of these women were deprived of the opportunity to dream for them-
selves and their children because of their circumstances.

Smart Savings Accounts (SSA) are one way TRH can build upon the assets a 
family already possesses.  By leveraging assets, such as hard work and de-
termination, combined with a consistent pattern of saving, a family is able to 
grow their dreams into reality.  Those who match a family’s SSA are partici-
pating in the family’s investments for their future.  This kind of investment 
can change a person, a family, and even a whole community.  The Restoration 
House is partnering with 
SunTrust bank to bring 
SSAs to low-income single 
mothers in East Tennessee. 

Cortny, like many single 
mothers, never thought it 
would be possible to go to 
college or to own a home.  
With the support from TRH 
staff, her team of mentors, 

Braxton and Silas

Cortny and TRH self defense class

Mandy, Melissa and Cortny

Cortny, graduating financial lit class
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and with tools like an SSA, she not only is dreaming like she never has before, 
but she is actually experiencing the fulfillment of those dreams.  

Cortny’s journey of restoration has just begun, and like it is for all of us, will 
be life long.  Although there is a long road yet to travel, she has renewed 
hope for her family’s future and for good reason.  After 30 months, not only 
did Cortny graduate The Restoration House, but she also graduated with a 
two year college degree in business administration, landed a full-time posi-
tion as a retail manager and is buying her first home with the funds from her 
Smart Savings Account.  In her own words,

 

“The day I found out I was pregnant with Braxton, I thought it was the 
worst day of my life but it has now turned out to be the best day. The 
first year of Braxton’s life was a complete blur. There are some things 
that stick out to me and I can tell you that The Restoration House 
cannot be put into one word.  For all the moms who have walked 
through the program it means something different to each one of 
us.  They help you find a direction for you life and get you set on a 
path to take.  My life would not be like this without Braxton.  I would 
not have this smile on my face.  I would not be as successful right 
now, without him.  It’s not been an easy road but I would not change 
anything.” 

For Cortny and Braxton, along with the families currently journeying with 
The Restoration House, the future is promising and full of possibilities.  It is 
their hard work and determination that pave the way.

You can view more of Cortny’s story and other families of The Restoration 
House by visiting TheRestorationHouse.net/video.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Daniel Watson is the Executive Director of The Restoration House of East Tennes-
see, which he cofounded in 2006 along with his wife, Mandy.  Previously he served at 
West Towne Christian Church as the Associate Minister of Outreach helping to create 
networks with leaders in the community, building a solid foundation for WTCC and 
others to be mobilized to love and serve the greater Knoxville area. From 2002 to 
2009, he served as a chaplain for the Knox County Sheriff’s Department.  Daniel is a 
member of the 2010 class of the Greater Knoxville Business Journal’s 40 under 40 as 
well as the 2011 class of Introduction Knoxville.  
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Mandy and Cortny, EMHE door knock

From the Photo Album of the
Extreme Home Makeover Edition

Braxton and Malik

Braxton and Sara Ann

TRH kids on EMHE vacation

Cortny and Jessica

Cortny and friends



__________________________________________________________________________________
12 / HORIZONS

focus on

Prayer Needs & Praises
Asia
• Jesse Yangmi (Thailand) requests 

prayer as they attempt to assist dis-
placed people along the Thai-Burma 
border.

• Please pray for the family of Dorothy 
Uhlig (Thailand) who passed away in 
late June (see memorial on page 15).

• Emrys & Usha Rees (India) give 
praise that IDES and the Fortville 
Christian Church (Indiana) helped 
them rebuild a water tower that was 
over 40 years old.

• Tom Schneller (Disciple Makers) 
requests prayer for God’s protection 
of church planters in Nepal.

• Disciple Makers also requests prayer 
that God would open opportunities 
for new relationships in unreached 
areas.

South Pacific
• PBT-PNG requests prayer as the 

NT in the Tay language is sched-
uled to be completed this year, 
with the Mborena Kam, Waran, 
and Apal New Testaments follow-
ing soon after.  Pray that God will 
protect the people and resources 
involved in finishing these trans-
lations.

• Jesse & Karie Pryor (Papua New 
Guinea) give praise that several 
of their locally trained teach-
ers have been accepted into the 
Papuan New Guinea Education 
Institute.  Keep these teachers 
and their families in prayer as 
they will not be able to go back 
home until December. 

• Give praise that Rebecca Lin-
senbigler was able to secure her 
visa to begin working with Jessie 
& Karie Pryor in Papua New 
Guinea.

Australia
• Please pray for Tim & Dawn Yates 

and family as they transition min-
istry to the USA after serving 19 
years overseas.

Middle East
• Harvey & Nancy Bacus (Jordan) 

give praise as the BOOKS & MORE 
library celebrated its 3rd birthday 
recently.

• Give praise as Harvey & Nancy also 
recently celebrated their 51st wed-
ding anniversary.
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Team Expansion
• Join A & T in a sensitive field 

as they pray for contacts and 
engage in follow-up activi-
ties.

• Join B & S in praying for a 
good transition back to the 
sensitive field in which they 
work.

• Pray for D & J in a sensi-
tive field as they maneuver 
through a difficult time.

• Pray that J & D in a sensi-
tive field will find time and 
energy to learn the language 
of their people group.

• Join E & E in praying for a 
strong foundation for life 
and ministry in their sensi-
tive field.

• Pray for the Jambulosi 
family as they minister in 
Masasi, Tanzania.

• Praise God with Pascal & 
Anna Sinkala (Tanzania) 
that their daughter is able to 
finish her high school year.  
Pray for guidance concern-
ing her college plans and 
future direction.

Global
•  Pray as Good News Productions translates 

The Global Gospel  Project, a series of 88 
stories on the life of Christ, into the top 25 
languages of the world by the year 2015.  
(To view these, please go to 

 www.themissionsnetwork.com)

Zimbabwe
• Give praise that Zimbabwe 

Christian College recently 
held their 30th graduation 
ceremony.

Honduras
• Please pray for John & Madonna Spratt 

that they will be able to share Christ with 
the people of Las Brisas and that they will 
continue to enjoy good health.

• Give praise for Madonna’s recovery of atrial 
fibrillation.

South America
• Please be in prayer for Barbara Stringer 

(Colombia) who recently underwent 
surgery for a broken femur in her right leg.  
Pray for a speedy recovery.

USA
• DQ & Beth Roberts (Christian Riders Minis-

try) request prayer for the sale of the minis-
try building and house in South Dakota.

• Pray for God’s continued blessing and favor 
on the Christian Riders Ministry as they 
relocate to Kernersville, NC.

Mexico
• Please pray for the Bible college in Que-

retaro, under the leadership of Director Jai-
me Castro, as it is revamped to train young 
people on campus and by extension.  Their 
first students are scheduled in August.
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A Family Affair
Adele McFarland's Book about Mission Services

Available Online

Many people around the world are familiar with 
some of the “things” done by Mission Services 
yet they are not familiar with the actual ministry.  
Thousands and thousands of people have read, 
and continue to read, newsletters from mission-
aries that are published and mailed from our 
Knoxville, Tennessee, location but they have 
little knowledge of how this is done.  More than 
eight thousand times each day, people will 
connect with the missions network to view 
a video about a ministry, to listen to a workshop 
to improve their own work, to read a newsletter online from mission works 
around the world, or to enrich their appreciation of the history of missions 
among Restoration Movement ministries.  However, very few of these will 
have any knowledge of the role Mission Services has played in world 
missions.

We would like to take this opportunity to introduce everyone to the story 
of how Mission Services came into being.  In 1976 Adele McFarland, co-
founder of this ministry with her husband Harrold,  published the story of 
the families, the dreams, and the effort required to begin and sustain MSA.  
This book reveals how God used all their talents to shape the work, and 
how He used Mission Services to mold their lives into service for the 
Kingdom.  Do you know where the McFarlands were serving before the 
creation of Mission Services?  Do you know the names William and Claudia 
McGilvrey and the vital role they played in the early days?  

This book has been out of print for some time, but together with Mrs. 
McFarland and her family, we are proud to make it available now without 
charge online.  There is a link from both our ministry website 
(missionservices.org/#/our-early-history) and the missions network 
(themissionsnetwork.com) site to download this book as a PDF.  We 
hope you will enjoy the story of how this work has been shaped by God 
through the years.



Dorothy Uhlig
November 19, 1923 - June 25, 2013

Dorothy Mae Uhlig was born November 19, 1923 and passed 
away in a Chiangkham hospital on June 25, 2013 after a lifetime 
of service -- 62 years total -- in Thailand!

Dorothy arrived in Chiangkham, Thailand March 30, 1951.  
She was a registered nurse and had taken special midwifery 
training.  That was a special blessing to not only the Thai people 
but to her fellow missionaries as well.  Her nursing skills were put to good use.  When 
the refugee camp near Chiangkham first opened around 1976, the most common 
diseases were malaria and/or pink eye.  Since no doctor had yet arrived at the camp, 
Dorothy had her clinic staff prepare medicine for those and other ailments in small 
packets.  Then, on Saturdays, when her clinic in town was normally closed, she would 
go to the camp to distribute the medicine as necessary.  Time constraints did not allow 
for lengthy consulations, but hundreds were treated each week.

Her Chiangkham “Christian Clinic” became widely known as a place of healing 
where costs were very minimal.  Although she was not an MD, she was lovingly and 
respectfully called “Khun Mor Do-ro-thi” (honorable doctor).  Many came to the Lord 
through her ministry.  Very early in her service in Thailand, she often went to a village 
which was an asylum for leprosy patients.  She bravely treated the sores of those 
afflicted by the disease, taught Bible lessons, and taught patients to read Thai.  With 
modern medicines, the disease has been practically eradicated in the place and the 
local people are no longer afraid to enter that village.

Dorothy was constantly involved in evangelistic work as well.  Each Sunday she 
would be in a Hmong, Mien, or Thai church witnessing and serving wherever needed.  
As an indication of how well she was respected in the area where she served, Chris-
tians from three ethnic groups (Hmong, Mien, and Lu) asked that her body be buried 
in their cemeteries.  However, Dorothy had already made her wishes known -- she 
wished to be buried in the cemetery of Chai Boriboon Thai Church, just a few miles out 
of Chiangkham.  All happily followed her wishes.

Dorothy was very well disciplined in all her activities and so humbly and faithfully 
served wherever she saw a need.  She was an amazing servant of God who will be 
greatly missed.

in memory
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 Gift
in honor of

Reggie’s 60th birthday!
Carol Hundley

Jason, Stephanie & Maddie McSpadden
Jonathan, Susan & Liam Ogburn
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